Note to Teachers:

Helping children learn to read and write is our most important responsibility in the primary grades.  Reading and writing are the foundation on which all later learning is built.  Through reading we are able to receive and understand the message of others.  Through writing we are able to send our own messages to someone else. 

There are many ways to support the learning of the beginning reader and writer.  From the development of oral language and understanding the phonology of the language to the ability to read and write complex text, teachers have various teaching methods available for their use.  Our review of various teaching methods is included as an Appendix to this book.  Only those that we believe to have a proven track record have been included in our review of reading and writing methods for the classroom.

The primary purpose of this text is to provide an introductory look at two exciting and powerful methods to teach young children to write, interactive writing and interactive editing.  Unlike any other teaching methods that we know, interactive writing and interactive editing engage both the teacher and the children in a cooperative process of learning the necessary skills to be a good writer, and by extension, a good reader.  The value and power of these teaching methods are limited only by our ability to use them.  We hope that this book can help increase your understanding and support your use of interactive writing and interactive editing.   

