in*ter*active wri*ting (with markings) n. A teaching method where children and teacher negotiate what they are going to write and then share the pen to construct the message.  A powerful way to support literacy learning in children.

This is meant to be set up like a dictionary; I’m missing o don’t know how to use the various marks.

About Interactive Writing

What single teaching method can be used to support the development of phonological skills and help children attach meaning to print?  How can teachers develop a lesson that allows whole group instruction and individual attention at the same time?  How can the teacher practice skills without losing the excitement and enthusiasm of the class?  How can we learn to read and write and still have fun?  The answer to these questions is interactive writing, interactive writing, interactive writing, and interactive writing.

Interactive writing is a cooperative event where teacher and children jointly compose and write text.  Not only do they share the decision about what they are going to write, they also share the duties of scribe.  The teacher uses the interactive writing session to model reading and writing strategies as she engages children in creating text.  

Interactive writing can be used to demonstrate concepts about print, develop strategies, and learn how words work.  It provides children with opportunities to hear sounds in words and connect those sounds with corresponding letters. Students are engaged in the encoding process of writing and the decoding process of reading, all within the same piece of text.  Interactive writing is a unique opportunity to help children see the relationship between reading and writing.

During the interactive writing process, students and the teacher talk about what they are going to write.  The teacher serves as the facilitator of the discussion – guiding, modeling, adding, synthesizing, confirming, combining, and summarizing the ideas of the children.  As the actual writing begins many opportunities for specific teaching are available.  The goal is to get the thoughts of the children on paper, discussing the topic and the process of writing, dealing with the conventions of print, and working on grammar, spelling, punctuation, letter formation, phonics and voice. 

The finished writing is displayed in a way that allows for continued use as a text for shared reading or independent reading.  The work is not as neat as teacher writing or commercial posters, but the children are aware of it in a special way because they helped write it.  It is also usual for the strategies learned from interactive writing to transfer to the students’ independent writing.

There is no one right way to do interactive writing.  Interactive writing involves teacher choices based on observation of student needs, and uses the grade level curriculum and district and state standards.  It is our purpose to provide a set of guidelines to help you through basic procedures and lead you to deeper levels of understanding when using interactive writing.
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