Getting Started
Before the Writing
1-Begin with a story, conversation or activity.

2-The teacher and children have a discussion about what they are going to write.

3-The teacher and the children work together to come up with the exact wording that will be used.  We refer to this process as negotiation.  There are several steps that will help you with the negotiation process.

Picture of negotiation #1

The actual wording of the text needs to come from the children.

The teacher can lead the discussion and make suggestions.

The teacher should give an opportunity for all ideas to be heard.

The teacher may give input also.  Although this should be a true negotiation, often there is a specific word or idea you wish to implant.





Picture #2   Counting Words

Counting words is a technique that can help children with the “wordness” concept.

To embed the exact wording and language for the children, repeat the negotiated sentence two or three times.

Picture #3   Writing down exact wording

You may want to write down the exact wording the group negotiated.  This is not for the children, but is for you to refer to as the writing continues.  Even though you will repeat the negotiated sentence a number of times during the writing, it is easy for either you, or the children, to unintentionally alter the wording and thereby cause confusion.

After the negotiation process you are ready to begin the actual writing.

During the Writing
In Interactive Writing the teacher and the student share the responsibility (and the pen) for the writing.

It is important to note that the Interactive Writing lesson is not about the child who is doing the actual writing, but rather is about the and what they are learning.

You are modeling for the children what it is you expect them to do when they are writing on their own.

Choose a child you know will be successful, based on your assessments and observations.

Picture #4   Stretching Words

Stretching words is a way to help children say words slowly and listen to the sounds.

Teacher have different ways to help children think of the term “stretching”, (i.e. stretching words as you would bubble gum coming out of your mouth, or slowly stretching your hands apart).  It really doesn’t matter what technique you use to help illustrate stretching.

“stretching” words well for phonetically regular words.

Picture #5   Child writing

Pick a child you know will be successful to write.

Depending on your teacher decision (based on what word you are writing, the knowledge level and instructional needs of your students) the child will write a letter, chunk, or word.

Picture #6   Analogy

Stretching is not the only way to get to a word.  The easiest way for children to spell a new word is often to associate it with a word they already know.  Using onset and rime is a very useful strategy for spelling.

The teacher draws the children’s attention to the use of analogy (if you can spell cook, you can spell took, shook, look...) During INTERACTIVE WRITING very effectively by using a Magna Doodle, white board or magnetic letters.

Picture #7   High Frequency

The high frequency words that you expect your children to know and have in their heads, are written as whole words.  Your expectations of what words are considered high frequency will change depending on your class.

Picture #8   Correcting Mistakes

Of course all writers make mistakes and Interactive Writing is certainly no exception.  Keep a roll of white correction tape handy.  When a child makes a mistake, just cover it up and make the correction.

The finished Interactive Writing piece must not have spelling mistakes.  The children will be using it as a model for both reading and writing, so it is essential that it is correct.

Picture #9   Writing again

For each word added to your text you will repeat the process, deciding on the best spelling strategy to use for that word.

Picture #10   Clarifying a point

This is the tricky part!  While the child is doing the writing, you turn your attention back to the group.  Your job is to extend their learning.

This is the time to be both direct and explicit in your teaching

Sometimes you will be simply talking with the children to clarify a teaching point.

Picture #11   Magna Doodle

Sometimes you will do a mini lesson with the class to extend their learning.  You might want to use a magna doodles, white board or magnetic letters to help demonstrate your teaching point.

Picture #12   Word Wall

This is also a good time to direct the children’s attention to other writing in the room that supports the point you are making in the new Interactive Writing piece.  This writing can be Word Walls, Shared Readings, previous Interactive Writings or any large print you have displayed in the room that the children are familiar with.

Picture #13   Rereading/Pointing Word by Word

Reread your work after each addition to the text.

Rereading is an important step.  Children who are working on directionality and one to one matching will need to point and read word by word.

Picture #14   Reading for fluency

You also will of course want to practice reading for fluency.  Word by word pointing slows down this process.  A transition step would be to point at the end of lines to help with fluency.
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Picture #15   Finished piece on easel

When the writing is completed you will want to decide how you will display the piece.





Picture #15  on bulletin board with art

Your Interactive Writing should be attractively displayed and inviting to the children.  It needs to be easily accessible for children to reread and use as a resource for future writing.





Picture #17  transformed into big book

As your units of study change, or you need the wall space, you will want to change the format of the original Interactive Writing.  One example might be to use the Interactive Writing piece to create a Big Book for the classroom library.





Picture #18  Individual books

Once the Interactive Writing has been reformatted into Big Book, you might consider making individual books with the same text for independent reading or home reading.
