INTERACTIVE WRITING:

	What

Happens
	Interactive Writing

	Before the Experience
	A story is read aloud several times or a hands-on experience may be the springboard for writing.

The text is negotiated.  There are extensive prewriting discussions to decide on what will be written.


INTERACTIVE WRITING:

	What

Happens
	Interactive Writing

	During the Experience
	The children and teacher share the role as scribe.

The teacher models reading and writing strategies as she engages children in creating text.

The goal of the writing is to develop children’s independent reading/writing strategies.

This writing is used as a text for children to reread.

The finished text is generally a few sentences in length.

The writing of a single text occurs over several days.


INTERACTIVE WRITING:

	What

Happens
	Interactive Writing

	After the Experience
	The writing is displayed in a way that allows for continued use as a text for shared or independent reading.

The chart may not look neat.  Children’s letter formations are mixed with a teacher’s writing.

The strategies learned from Interactive Writing transfer to the student’s independent writing.

The writing may form the basis of an extension activity such as story map, class-made big books, etc.


