
	Content Areas:
	Language Arts

	Interactive Writing Type:
	Transcription

	Resources:
	The Alphabet Tree by Leo Lionni

Large paper Christmas tree shape

Pre-cut circles

	Lesson:
	· Read aloud the book entitled The Alphabet Tree.
· Have students point out letters they know in their name or their friend’s names using the class name chart.

· Have students point out letters they know around the room.

· Determine that the ornaments on the tree will be the upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

· Name and write each letter in sequential order, one upper and matching lowercase letter on each pre-cut circle.

· Decorate letter ornaments and as a class activity, arrange sequentially in alphabetical order on the tree.

	Extensions:
	· Sing alphabet songs and chants that reinforce alphabetic order.

· Read additional alphabet books and perform an alphabet play.

	Additional Resources:
	Flora McDonnell’s ABC

An Edible Alphabet

Eating the Alphabet

A Was Once An Apple Pie

Aphabears

An Edward Lear Alphabet


“Hey, teacher!  Can we make our own ABC tree?” asks Joseph.  “Let’s make a Christmas tree,” states Stephanie.  “No, how about an ABC tree because we don’t have a tree in our classroom,” replies Michael.  The teacher asks the rest of the class what they think of these ideas. “We want a tree with pretty ornaments on it,” exclaims Carla.  “Yeah, one to go on the door over there, so we can see it everyday when we come into school and when we leave,” says Nick.  The teacher asks the class to think about all the ideas offered.  “How about the balls can be the ABC’s?”  Valerie announces.  The teacher asks her to explain, but Christopher feels compelled to explain for her, “We can write the letters on the circles and put them on a tree to make it look nice!”  “Yeah, yeah, that’s what we want to do,” many of the students begin to chant.   

Alphabetic Principle





Alphabetic Order


Goal: Students will be able to put the letters of the alphabet in sequential order.








