
	Content Areas:
	Language Arts, Literary text relating to any content area

	Resources:
	· Overhead of shared reading

· Overhead of a play

· Individual copies of read aloud or share reading of each page for each student

	Lesson:
	· Read a shared reading with the class.

· Using a transparency, display a copy of a play.  Discuss the conventions involved in a play.  (colons, characters, quotation marks, present-tense, dialogue, etc.)

· As a class reread the shared reading discussing how to change the text into a play.

· Use a second copy of the shared reading transparency to edit the text into a play format. 

· As changes are made to the overhead transparency, students make the same changes on their individual copies.  Continue until students are comfortable with the process.

· Compare the original text and the new play format.

· In groups, students continue to work together to change the rest of the text into a play format.

· As a class, share and compare their plays.

· Divide into groups and practice reading the play, striving for fluency.

· Perform the play for the class and/or other classes, etc.

	Extensions:
	· When a Literature Circle finishes a book, have students identify their favorite chapter.  As a group, rewrite the chapter into a play.  Practice and present the play to the class.



Interactive Editing





Changing Genres:  Reader’s Theater


Goal:  Students will: 


Understand text structures and conventions for plays.


Convert past-tense text to present tense.  





This an example of what one third-grade group of students worked on together, following the reading of their literature circle book.  There was much discussion regarding grammar and conventions.  This also gave them a purpose for working on fluency and expression.








