Reading Center 9

Fluency


Poetry

Goal  

Students will read familiar poetry to develop fluency, apply strategies and practice skills in a meaningful way.

Basic Center

Materials

· Poetry selections

· Poetry books

· Storage container

Preparation

Teacher will:  

· Collect copies of familiar poetry the class has read during shared reading.  These selections could be formatted as large charts, class-made books, overhead transparencies, sentence strips in a pocket chart, or individual copies from an anthology.

· Organize and store the poetry selections in baggies, file folders, plastic tubs, cardboard boxes or any convenient container. 

Procedures

Students will:
· Fluently read the poetry selections individually, in pairs or in small groups.

· Use the poetry selections to practice specific skills determined by the teacher (letter identification, high frequency words, descriptive language, prepositional phrases, metaphors).

· Locate examples of the specified skill.

Beyond the Basic Center

Additional Center Ideas:

1. Write poetry selections on sentence strips. Sentence strips could be cut apart by individual word, phrase or stanza.  Students sequence the poem by placing the sentence strips in a pocket chart and reading fluently.  
2. Label Popsicle sticks or tongue depressors with previously taught skills for students to read and locate within the poetry selection (individual letters, rhyming words, punctuation, parts of speech, figurative language).  Students may record their responses.
3. Create a poetry cube by cutting off the top portion of two half-gallon milk cartons leaving approximately six inches of carton.  Insert the open ends of each carton (one inside the other) to form a cube.  Cover the cube with contact paper and write poetry titles on each face.  Students roll the cube to determine the poem to locate, read, and use.

4. Provide students with materials to create individual poetry books (construction paper, copies of poems, notebook, and art materials).  Students can respond to these poems by illustrating, writing personal connections, or summarizing. 

5. Students cooperatively work to orally present a poetry selection.  Oral presentations could include recitation, reader’s theater, dramatic interpretations, choral reading or audiotaping.
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