Reading Center 11

Vocabulary


Vocabulary

Goal 

Students will read new vocabulary words in context and use these words correctly in their oral and written language.

Basic Center

Materials

· A variety of writing tools

· 9x12 construction paper

· Word banks

· Student dictionaries and thesauruses at a variety of levels

· Large 3 ring binder 

Preparation

Teacher will: 

· Read aloud from a variety of texts that contain rich and varied vocabulary.

· Encourage discussion about unfamiliar words.

· Use interactive writing to create word banks for content area vocabulary and overused words (barn, season, explorer, said, like, good).  Display the word banks and utilize them during direct instruction.

Procedures

Students will:

· Choose a word from a word bank and write it clearly on a 9x12 sheet of construction paper. 

· Use dictionaries and thesauruses as a resource if needed.

· Use pictures and/or sentences to clearly describe the meaning of the new vocabulary word.

· Create illustrations that enhance the reader’s understanding of the sentence(s).

· Add completed sheet to a class binder and read the accumulated pages.  Place in class library.
Beyond the Basic Center

Additional Center Ideas:

1.Collect many pictures representing the current content area of study.  Place 

pictures in an envelope.  Students select pictures from the envelope and arrange them in order to tell a story.  Students use the content vocabulary from the pictures and orally share with a partner.

2. Display the word bank that the class has created to accompany the current

content area study.  Students create crossword puzzles on graph paper using the vocabulary words.  Students write their own definitions and clues.  Students solve each other’s crossword puzzles.

3. Provide students with individual word study notebooks or personal dictionaries.

Students add new vocabulary words, found in their independent reading to their books.  They add definitions, synonyms, key sentences or illustrations to help them understand the meaning of the new words.

4. Students reread their own independent writing selections, and look for

    opportunities to edit for word choice.

5. Provide students with a copy of familiar content area text.  Students read and 

cross out words on their text, leaving only the important words.  These key words are rewritten in a shortened form much like a telegram, e-mail, or memorandum.  Students tape record their shortened message for classmates.  
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