Reading Center 12

Vocabulary


Content Area

Goal 

Students will read familiar text in order to recognize and reinforce content area vocabulary.

Basic Center

Materials

· Content area texts

· Alphabet grid (see appendix 6)

· Pencil

Preparation 

Teacher will:

· Discuss how to identify the most important words that carry the meaning during shared reading and interactive writing.

· Demonstrate how to organize important words using an alphabet grid. 

Procedures

Students will:

· Reread familiar content area texts and select key vocabulary.

· Record important words or pictures alphabetically on individual grid (see appendix 6).

· Read all the words/pictures and choose three words.  Discuss the meaning of each with a partner.  Students use the word in a sentence or act it out to convey understanding.

Beyond the Basic Center

Additional Center Ideas:

1. After repeated exposure to a story read aloud, record the text and place in listening center with puppets that represent the characters.  Students listen to the tape.  With a partner, students use puppets to retell the story using vocabulary from the text.

2. Prepare a variety of tongue depressors with a different cloze sentence (He is a _______.  Do you want a _________?  Where is the _______?) written on each.  Provide picture dictionaries and content area texts for reference.  Students choose and read the cloze sentence.  They decide on a word to complete the sentence and record in a content area journal.  Students exchange journals and read each other’s sentences.    

3. Set up a “Clipboard Cruising” center.  Provide students with individual clipboards and directions for a vocabulary search.  Students “cruise” the room and read all available print (interactive writing, interactive editing, shared reading) searching for specific word or word parts as indicated on the provided direction card (content words, synonyms, base words, derivatives).  Students record words, exchange with a partner and read for accuracy.

4. Create a “Password” game using content area vocabulary.  After a unit of study, prepare strips of paper wide enough to fit inside an envelope.  Write three content specific words vertically on the strip.  Seal an envelope with a window.  Razor cut along the top and bottom of the envelope so the strip can be inserted and words show through the window.  Students play with a partner.  Player 1 reads the first word on the strip to him/herself and gives Player 2 a one-word clue in order to guess the word.  The object is to guess the word with the least number of clues.  Players alternate turns, inserting new vocabulary strips as necessary.  Additional cards may be added when other topics are studied.                   

5. Students individually reread a familiar content picture book.  Using Post-it® notes, students mark several pages that contain content vocabulary that they wish to discuss with their friends.  The reader gathers one or two classmates and reads the book aloud.  The reader initiates discussion about the pre-marked vocabulary words.
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