Writing Center 9

Phonemic Awareness/Phonics


Spelling

Goal

Students will practice and apply their knowledge of phonics as they spell words in their writing.

Basic Center

Materials

· Word wall (high frequency and high utility words)

· Gel pens in a variety of colors

· Independent writing selections

Preparation 

Teacher will: 

· Use a familiar shared reading text or a completed interactive writing text to locate word wall words.

· Demonstrate how to locate words found in both the text and the word wall.

· Model how to recognize and rewrite the word wall words using the gel pens to trace over the same word repeatedly, using three different colors to “Rainbow Write”.

Procedures

Students will:

· Use a piece of their own independent writing to recognize and locate word wall words.

· Check the spelling of the word. 

· “Rainbow Write” by tracing over the word three times, using a different color pen each time.
Beyond the Basic Center

Additional Center Ideas:

1. Practice spelling high frequency words using a variety of medium (glitter, 

    beans, yarn).

2. Students make an onset and rime flip book.  Provide sentence strips, markers, 

and a stapler.  Students choose a high utility word (day, still, can) from the word wall and write on a sentence strip.  Students then write other onsets on sentence strips, cutting strip after each letter written.  Staple all onsets on top the original word to make the flipbook.  Students leave the book for others to read.

3. Play “Word Detective” in pairs.  Player One chooses a word wall word and 

formulates three clues about that word.   Player One orally tells Player Two the first clue (“My word has two vowels.”).  Player Two writes all words from the word wall that apply to this clue.  Player One orally tells the second clue (“There is a consonant between the two vowels.”).  Player Two circles the words on the list that still apply to the clue.  Player One gives the last clue (“The final vowel is silent.”).  Player Two circles the words that continue to apply and makes a guess.  Players alternate turns as the “Word Detective”.

4. Using word wall words and/or spelling words, sort according to specifically

assigned criteria (blends, digraphs, syllables, prefixes, suffixes).  Complete recording sheet, “All Sorts of Words”, (see page    ) and represent the sort on the graph.

5. Using content area words, students sort by prefixes and suffixes (un-, non-,

-ful, -ment).  Students sort and rewrite words onto a graphic organizer by similar meanings.
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