Writing Center 16

Writing Process


Create a Story

Goal 

Students will practice writing a narrative describing an event or experience.
Basic Center

Materials

· Variety of writing tools

· Paper 

Preparation

Teacher will: 

· Use interactive writing to describe a common experience.  Teaching points will include choosing a topic, maintaining a focus and logical sequencing of events.  

· Display interactive writing in an accessible place for students to use as a resource.

Procedures

Students will:

· Write narratives based on events or personal experiences.

· Read their narrative to a friend in order to receive feedback for revision and editing.

· Participate in a “Super Writer” small group by reading aloud and sharing completed narratives.
Beyond the Basic Center

Additional Center Ideas:

1. Collect an assortment of wordless books and a variety of Post-it( notes in different sizes.  Students write text on the Post-its( that narrate the story depicted in the illustrations.  Students share story with a friend.

2. Label containers with story elements (setting, characters, problem, solution, details).  Label tongue depressors with several ideas from each element category (setting: cottage, deserted island, pyramids of ancient Egypt) and place into appropriate containers.  Students choose one or more tongue depressor(s) from each container in order to compose a narrative.

3. Collect photographs from a variety of sources (magazines, calendars, postcards) and place in container.  Students select a picture and write a narrative describing the event or experience depicted.

4. As a class decorate a “Memory Backpack.”  Throughout the year collect artifacts that represent academic and social learning and place them in the backpack.  Students choose artifact(s) from the backpack and write a narrative describing why the selected event or experience was memorable. 

5. Collect a variety of comic strips that have multiple frames.  Students choose a comic strip to rewrite as a story.  They are encouraged to include the narrative device of dialogue.

Additional Resources

Bunting, E. The Memory String.  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000.  ISBN 0395861462

Clarke, C. The Night Before Christmas.  Little, Brown & Company, 2002.  ISBN 0316832715

Delton, J. A Big Box of Memories.  Random House Children’s Books, 2000.  ISBN 0440415284

Fletcher, C. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Kingfisher, 2002.  ISBN 0753454785

Fox, M. Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge.  Kane/Miller Book Publishers, 1991.  ISBN 091629126X

Polacco, P. Thank You Mr. Falker.  Putnam Publishing, 1998.  ISBN 0399231668

Williams, M. The Velveteen Rabbit.  Troll Communications, 2002.  ISBN 0816752826 
