
	Content Areas:
	Any content area

	Resources:
	· Several shared readings of diaries both formal and informal, representing various disciplines

· Two shared readings of diary entries describing the same account from different points of view

	Lesson:
	· As a class, read and discuss the examples of various diary entries.

· Engage students in discussions about purposes for writing diaries.  Also discuss differences between formal and informal diary text structures, including personal and impersonal use of language.

· Read two shared readings of diariy entries representing the same account from differing viewpoints.  Discuss how perspective is a part of constructing meaning when reading text.

· As a class, change one of the diary entries to reflect another perspective, engaging students in a discussion about what specific changes this will involve.  (E.g.  word choice, conventions, text structure, etc.)  This will require much discussion about the authors of the diary entries, as well as their writing styles.  

	Extensions:
	· Individually create diary entries using formal diary formats representing various disciplines (explorer, social scientist, engineer, writer, etc.)

· Create a timeline representing events written about in given diary entries.



NOTE:  I have no pictures for this.
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Diaries: Formal and Informal


Goal:  Students will:


Identify purposes for writing diaries


Identify and write using formal and informal diary text structures














