
	Content Areas:
	Any content area

	Resources:
	· Shared Readings of examples of instructions in various formats

· Shared Reading of instructions in paragraph format

· Magnadoodle, markers, poster paper, corrective tape

	Lesson:
	· As a class read and discuss several examples of instructions.

· Engage students in a discussion about situations requiring written discussion, including their purposes.

· Include discussions regarding layout of text, sequence of text, types of words used, conventions used, why a certain text layout would be chosen in a given situation, etc.

· Discuss the differences between verbal and written directions.

· Read a shared reading of instructions in a paragraph format.

· As a class, discuss ways to change text format and make the meaning more clear.

· Interactively negotiate and rewrite text into a sequential list format, discussing use of appropriate conventions, word choice, etc.

	Extensions:
	· Change text layout of directions in a sequential list into a paragraph format.

· Individually or in pairs, write directions for routines in the classroom and school.  Compile into a classroom resource for new students.



Interactive Editing





Instructions


Goal:  Students will read and write instructions with a critical eye.





After reading a paragraph description of how to get to a teacher’s office, this class rewrote the instructions into a sequential list format, making the instructions easier to follow.  This activity also led into a study of maps; their purposes and construction.








